THE LAST PHASE

GOING down the hill of life Mary Anne could look
back over the past and feel, in spite of her present
sufferings  and afflictions,  that satisfaction which
comes from a good life lived to the fall,   She had
begun as a little girl in the heart of the West Country and lived
to become the friend of kings and princes and a woman whom her
Sovereign delighted to honour.  She had become the loved wife
of two husbands; the first was a good and honourable man, though
his distinction in the minds of men arises solely from his associa-
tion with his successor.   The second had written her name and
his own gloriously across the pages of history,

So, looking back, Mary Anne paid a brief tribute of memory
to Wyndham Lewis, who had been good to her and faithful and
affectionate, turned from him to the consideration of her Dizzy,
and smiled.

It was a far cry to the day when, from her drawing-room
window in Grosvenor Gate, she had seen him first on his return
from the East driving in the Park with a lady. It was still a
farther cry from the Dizzy of to-day to the Dizzy of that period.
Gone were the marvellous waistcoats, the shoes with pompoms,
the gold chains, the luxuriant curls, the dandiacal affectations,
and the Mayfairish graces, Dizzy no longer ran the gauntlet of
the drawing-rooms and discussed his novels with all the prettiest
women in London. Nowadays he dressed in sober garments
and the luxuriant curls were luxuriant no longer. He was even
forced to dye the remaining curl on his brow.

But what a fight he had made, for how long, against what
oddsl Yet he had said once in his fiery youth that he loved a
life of pleasure, idleness, and literary work, and only pride drove
him on. Mary Anna knew it was more than pride. He had
been bom with the almost baneful conviction, which comes to
some men, that great work in the world lay before him to be
done, and that he might not escape his destiny. Nothing else
could have induced him to declare to Lord Melbourne, as a
young, untried man, that he wished to become Prime Minister*
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